The April meeting (Annual
Auction this month) will be
held on Friday, April
13th at 7:00 PM

Everyone is welcome, in-
cluding members, member
guests, and visitors.

We meet at the Chico Alli-
ance Church Daycare
(entrance in the back).

Address: 3670 Chico
Way NW, Bremerton,
Washington.

Elected Officers for 2018

President:

Shane Schackmann

(360) 6282350
shane.schackmann@navy.mil

Vice President:

Bill Little
wmblittle@msn.com
(360) 5361818

Secretary:
Talena Webb-Klumper

(360) 4402046
talenawb@gmail.com

Treasurer:

Carolyn Richter

(360) 9087199
carolynrichter2@gmail.com

Club website:
www.kmgs.org
Club Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/Kitsap
Mineralandgemsociety/

Club Email:
kitsapminer-
alandgem@outlook.com

Kitsap Mineral and Gem Society
Kitsap County, WA
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Greetings my fellow rock hounds! It is time for
the April Auction so any last minute dona-
tions would be appreciated. Speaking of ap-
preciation it is also volunteer appreciation
month. | realize it is a double whammy with
requests for donations and in the future we
can change the month in order to ease the
. pressure on the wallet. When ever we get a

)| chance, please thank our volunteers for the
effort they give.

April 2018

At the last board meeting it was decided that the board will now
meet on the Thursday after the general meeting at 5pm upstairs in
the main lobby area. The officers unable to attend due to the sched-
ule change can contact me any time and if the need arises we can
alter the time on a case by case basis. The audit discussed at last
months board meeting is tentatively scheduled for sometime in June,
the date still TBD. Reminder to those who want to voice opin-
ion/concerns are welcome to attend the board meetings.

Please utilize the trading post segment if you have things other rock
hounds may want or you can post a request for example (rock saw
wanted). Contact Danielle Foss to make a post. Also,
trip to Walker valley POC David Carlson 360
ing at the McDonalds off the George Hopper exit for Burlington at
830am. This is an ATV park, and roads are filled with pot holes,
trucks are recommended or carpool.

Mentors at the meeting, | am asking to take your picture so that new
members may more easily identify you with your talents to be dis-
played on the show and tell table, thank you and thank you all for
the opportunity to serve.

-Shane Schackmann -

KMGS President

Dondét forget about the
May 5th

Jefferson County Fairgrounds, Bob Sahli building
10am2pm

Free Admission

'— Hard Rock News '—

¢ & &

April 21st field
-824 -1009 will be meet-
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KMGS Annual Auction
April 13th, 2018 |
Starts at 7pm ; /“

TO MEMBERS THAT WOULD LIKE TO DONATE: PLEASE LET CAR-
OLYN RICHTER KNOW AHEAD OF TIME WHAT YOU WILL BE DONATING!

If you are donating, please get there at 6:30pm to make sure your items get numbered properly and in Caroly-

nds dat

abase. | f items can be filled out ahead of ti

ing and just before the auction, which means that everyone gets their items faster and more efficiently. If you
have any idea at all what you will donate, give her an email and/or a phone call at:

Carolynrichter2@gmail.com

(360) 9087199

PLEASE let her know so that she can have some things prepped ahead of time. Your advanced planning is

greatly appreciated!

The Trading Post

Your Ads wanted here!

Contact the Editor if you have any lapidary equipment or related items to sell or trade. This can mean equip-
ment, rough material you are letting go, and even hobby -type supplies you no longer need or want. If you

would |l ike to post an 0l SO6 ad, t hat wor k
What: Give me a good description but brief, and/or send a small photo.

How much: Tell me how much $$ you are asking for it.

Contact: Let people know how to contact you. Would you like emails only? Phone calls only? Give me your

Extra details:

email or number and what you would prefer.

Sometimes itds nice to | et pestgvetemkamgenaval idedasor e vy
they dondt end up traveling farther than

Send all ads to: kitsapmineralandgem@outlook.com
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March Meeting Minutes:

Meeting called to order at 7:05pm president Shane and the juniors lead the pledge of allegiance. Read

the correspondence from Everett Rock Club about multiple gem shows. Jim McClure included the an-
nouncement on the Seattle show for 8, 9, & 10th of March and said it would be a great one. Wilma

Eads announced all the new visitors and members that signed up to be actively involved. Then moved

right into the show -n-tell with Garry Mahan who mentioned that it was the whole reason for being in a rock club.
The following people had items to show with excitement, Shane Schackmann, Dean Cooper, Vangie Mayton who
also gave encouragement for the Quartzite & Tuscon shows with a big smile and suggested that you really have to
do it to get the full perspective.

54

Then moved on to Don Lorimer, Bryan Tallman, Jason Summit, Garry Mahan, then a Junior member Seth showed
off his treasures and everyone clapped graciously for all. Question came about one of the field trips and Tony
Schackmann gave some information about the last planned trip and it was a no show. Then Tony Mentioned the
Month of March towards the end will be Saddle Mountain with John Hubbard and those interested to contact him
or through Tony for information. Shane explained the one in April is Walker Valley and date will be announced in
bulletin.

Another announcement from Woody Woodside, classes to be held last week of March in Oregon at the Glass Butte
exhibit and would have plenty of obsidian to practice on. Shane relayed the information about the Port Townsend
Gemboree on May 5th for those that really enjoy fun and food.

Doug Lieder mentioned information to pass along to everyone planning to donate for the April 13th live auction
that they, please get your list to Carolyn Richter asap, so she has less stress inputting them in the computer. She
mentioned that if it does not get to her in time the auction will take too long for the night. She wants to make it

smooth and simple so get them in. Last minute input from Tony Schackmann about the April Walker Valley & May
possible Red Top field trips, so any suggestions for locations and leaders, please contact him. Then he mentioned
good luck to those going to Saddle Mountain. Bring on the stories and show  -n-tell.

Meeting adjourned respectfully submitted

Tony Schackmann for Talena

April Field Trip: WIRE WRAPPING WORKSHOP

Wire Wrapping at Vangie's will be on the fourth
Tuesday of April (24th) and of May (22nd).

The April field trip is to Walker Valley!
The trip is April 21st, 8:30am
POC: David Carlson
(360) 824 -1009

Be sure to contact her to get a spot.

Vangie Mayton, (360) 373 -3370

Meet at the McDonalds off of 1 per exit
Burlington at 8:30am.
Vehicles with good cl earance commended
Cal | David and | et him know g!!

There will be a break over summer with sessions
picking up again on the fourth Tuesday of Septem-
ber (25th).
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From the Wire Wrap
session at Vangie's on
Tuesday, March 27th.

(_—

Thanks for always
sending pictures of
t he group,

‘.77 . 4 £ .
Kathy Cowbslerée amgsa few things | can suggest
this hobby:
1 Bed, Bath and Beyond veo wpsaers nd ;mmre' tt oe yppirrceh.a
jects to keep thlany bwitltleralogaq alnetzeydou use mo
ferenti teg.peset doll ar amount and a percentag
action
2Joanne's accepts competitors coupons (thinl
singl e tir.aen.s aucstiinogn bot h a Joanne's and a Mic
3 Michael's has A mitttarmodesbounand miss a:
somet i meese dhottoo purchase over a certain doll a
I ng on t heVvyt rpahn d aocstoipdhny. 1 sO it never hurts to
Great advice, Kat hy! Thanks for the tips!

Port Townsend Rock Club Workshops

Wor kshops for the month of April are the 14t h a
member @ $15.00 per year and pay a $5. 00 per wo
ship at any wor kshop.

OQur monthly meeting is held on the | ast Monday

As al ways, workshops and meetings are held in th
the Jefferson County Fair Grounds.

The next couple of Mineral Council Field Trips are

4/14/2018 | DARR |Racehorse Creek Hwy 542 @ Round About, 10 miles from |[Fossils & Morell mushrooms |Dig & Hard Rock
I-5 9:00

4/21/2022 POW [Saddle Mt Mattawa W [Boat Launch 8:00 |Petrified Wood Dig & Hard Rock

5/12/2018 | DARR |Marblemount Grocery right before 20 bend & bridge  |Talc, Chrysoprase, Garnierite |Saw & Hard Rock

MSVL = Marysville Rock Club Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334 -6282 c# (425) 760-2786
DARR = Darrington Rock Club contact Ed Lehman

SPOK = Spokane Rock Rollers Mike Shaw mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com (509) 251 -1574 or (509) 244-8542
NOA = Northwest Opal Tony Johnson (253) 863 -9238

POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473 -3908
http://www.mineralcouncil.org/FieldTrips_2018.pdf
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Table Mountain Reserve - A Walk in the Wildflowers and Waterfalls by Danielle Foss

| first heard of Table Mountain as | was planning my trip to Oroville, Cali- .

fornia, to visit a good friend | ha i me
about getting out in the spring weather of California - we were up for any-

thing, so she suggested a hike on the preserve to see the wildflowers and
to visit Phantom Falls. | had never heard of Table Mountain, but it sound-
ed lovely and interesting, so we set out on the short drive from her home in
Oroville.

b

A narrow and winding road meanders through the California farm coun-
tryside, with a few opportunities to stop the car and look out over the val-
leys. This makes the drive up to the mountain just as picturesque as the
mountain itself. For us at this time of year, the lookouts offered the chance
to bask in the beauty of the green grass of spring and the beautiful oak
trees which will soon fade and turn brown as the 65 -70-degree spring days quickly melt into 80 and 90 degree days and
on into the hot summer months. We reached the parking lot before too many people had arrived and got a parking spot

by the cattle -gate. The breeze was blowing but the sun was shining.

After a somewhat confusing phone call with the California Fish and
Wildlife folks about their new fees, we were on our way. California is
much like Washington in that there are numerous entities governing

our public lands, and navigating their phone systems and websites to
figure out required passes can be a challenge. Nevertheless, we set out
across the beautiful plateau of graze land. Table Mountain is most
known for itds remarkable wildflo
slightly unusual geology in the California landscape.

Here is what the local wiki site had to say about Table Mountain
(https://localwiki.org/chico/Table_Mountain):

0Tabl e Mdapramanenntable -like geologic formation located
north of Oroville, CA and west of Lake Oroville in  Butte County. It's
easily seen from Highway 99 to the east once you've passed

the Thermolito Afterbay. Table Mountain was likely formed by an an-
cient volcanic eruption. The basalt, known as the Lovejoy, flowed into
a stream valley and filled it up. Eventually the surrounding valley

walls eroded away leaving just the flat -topped basalt. In geography,
this is called inverted topography. The same Lovejoy basalt can be
found in Upper Bidwell Park and parts of Paradise. Even more inter-
esting, this basalt can also be seen at Black Butte Lake! Basalt is
mined off of Table Mountain and used for semi -improved roads or

Z

parking |l ots. o

After our long walk across the plateau finally took us to Phantom
Falls, we stood on the hill and | could see the obvious basalt columns &L e

and how they had slowly been eroded away by the small creeks that create the many waterfalls clustered on TabIe
Mountain. Some of the columns had cracked and fallen down into Coal Canyon below the falls, piling up at the bottom
like matchsticks. There are several obvious flows that can be seen from

the lookout points at the falls, and it is somewhat reminiscent of what

you might see in parts of the Columbia River Valley, Washington.

The falls were of course a beautiful sight, but we could not help but be
completely distracted the entire walk there by the
numerous meadows of wildflowers. Botanists have
studied and cataloged the many wildflowers, and
the variety and magnitude of the meadows can be
attributed to the cattle that has grazed the land for
many years. It is believed that the cattle keeping
the thick grasses down has allowed the more deli-
cate wildflowers to have air and sunlight and room
to grow. Whatever the cause, they are spectacular!
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White Sands National Monument - New Mexico
http://lwww.americansouthwest.net/new_mexico/white_sands/national_monument.html

West of Alamogordo, a vast area of desert and mountain rang-
es 100 by 40 miles in extent is closed to public access and used
by the military for various kinds of weapons testing; this in-
cludes the Trinity Site where the first atomic bomb was deto-
~ nated, in July 1945. Determined tourists may visit on two

= days each year, the first Saturdays of April and October, when
s accompanied tours are provided. The only other feature of in-
= " terest in this otherwise desolate and unwelcoming land is 60

; "2 miles south in the flat Tularosa Basin, where for thousands of

“ _ years the prevailing westerly winds have deposited gypsum

powder - formerly eroded from the nearby San Andres Moun-
. tains, washed down by rainwater and deposited in the season-
al Lake Lucero, a few miles southwest - creating a huge area
. | of white dunes covering 275 square miles. About half of the
- : “*" sands are within the boundaries of the ~White Sands National
Monument, one of the most unusual and magical places in the Southwest.

LES

Military Bases

The national monument is entirely surrounded by the White Sands Missile Range; just east is the Holloman Air
Force Base, and a few miles north is one of the space shuttle landing sites. The space theme is reflected in the
nearby town of Alamogordo, home to the International Space Hall of Fame and the Space Theater. The dunes ex-
tend north into the missile range for another 12 miles.

Approach

The main road past White Sands National Monument is US 70; this (and the dunes) is closed to all traffic for a few
hours once or twice a week as test missiles are fired overhead. A paved road (the  Dunes Drive) leads from the visi-
tor center at the monument entrance on US 70 to the start of the sands 2 miles north. The edge dunes are just a

few feet high and support some plant life, with several species of grass, yucca and saltbush managing to survive at
scattered points, but further into the monument there is little or no vegetation, just an unbroken white landscape.

The road is paved for a while although blowing sand often covers the surface; towards the center though, the sur-
face is just compacted gypsum, and the 'road' becomes a series of large cleared areas, which can be adapted to
changes in dune position, as the sands move by up to 20 feet per year. In this surreal environment, everything is
white, dazzlingly bright and intensely hot in summer, capped on most days by a clear blue sky.

Trails
White Sands National Monument has three short nature trails and one longer hiking path, although cross -country
walking is allowed anywhere within the sands, up to 106° 20' longitude, west of which permits are required. The

0.15 mile Playa Trail leads to a small dry lake bed that occasionally fills with shallow water after recent rains. On

the opposite side of the road, the Dune Life Trail loops for one mile around an area just inside the southeast edge of
the dunes, and has notices about how plants and animals have adapted to life in this sandy environment. Further
along the road, the Interdune Boardwalk is a 0.2 mile raised walkway across flat land between two lines of dunes,
ending at a nice viewpoint. The Alkali Flat Trail is rather more challenging - a 4.6 mile loop, much of which is
across soft, shifting sands, to the start of a vast flat area beyond the northwest edge of the dunes. Despite these
varied paths, however, and the striking scenery, many people visit the monument just for recreation - picnicking,
sunbathing and sand sledding are the main activities.

Camping

There are no camping facilities in the national monument apart from ten primitive sites in the dunes, well away

from the main road. The closest accommodation is in Alamogordo, 15 miles northeast, while the nearest free camp-
ing is in the Lincoln National Forest, 5 miles further east along US 82. A good public campground is available 26
miles away at Oliver Lee State Park in the foothills of the Santiago Mountains, reached by US 54 south of Ala-
mogordo.
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Wildlife

The gypsum dunes support a limited range of wildlife, some of which

has evolved white coloration to match the surroundings, and exist as

species unique to this region, such as the white sands wood rat, the

Apache pocket mouse, the white sands prairie lizard and the

— — ‘ : ... bleached earless lizard. Thg mo§t prominent plalnt in the dunes is
T : . the soaptree yucca, a species with numerous thin narrow leaves and

o on < ... . an extensive root system that can stabilize a mound of sand and re-

> - main in place after wind causes the surrounding dune to more away.

——

L
]

‘.
1"

P

: %3 ; Sunset
:i{f'i’/;/f',?,.f"i‘? e LR S { ) ) .
= /r////.// = Xy .5;, - * . Walking through the dunes is an unforgettable experience; often
e v = = 2 w &1 ) ) ) .

there are no other footprints ahead, just wind  -created ripples and
occasional lizard tracks. When daylight begins to fade after a sunny day, the sands take on a reddish -pink hue, and
the surface patterns become more pronounced as the shadows lengthen. An overwhelming sense of peace and still-
ness descends, and when the sun finally dips below the distant San Andres Mountains, for a few minutes the land
is bathed in a mysterious light, as the sands themselves seem to glow while the horizon on all sides becomes dark.
If experience is a guide, though, this magical moment is difficult to photograph effectively.

White Sands Hotels

The nearest hotel to the national monument (14 miles away)

is Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites Alamogordo - a beauti-
ful, relatively new property just east of the junction of high-
ways US 70 and US 54. The inn offers 80 rooms & suites on 3
floors, and has all the expected facilities including an indoor
pool/whirlpool, health & fithess center, business center, meet-
ing room, guest laundry and free breakfast bar, but it earns a
reputation as the best hotel in Alamogordo on account of the
quiet location, friendly staff, reasonable rates and excellent
standard of cleanliness.

How Is Aura Rainbow Quartz Made?
http://www.geologyin.com/2017/06/how -is-aura -rainbow -quartz -made.html

Metal -coated crystals are natural crystals, such as quartz, whose surface has been coated with metal to give
them an iridescent metallic sheen. Crystals treated this way are used as gemstones and for other decorative
purposes. Possible coatings include gold (resulting in a stone called agua aura), indium, titanium, niobium

and copper. Other names for crystals treated so include; angel aura, flame aura, opal aura or rainbow quartz.

Aqua aura is created in a vacuum chamber from quartz crys-
tals and gold vapour by vapour deposition. The quartz is heat-
ed to 871 °C (1600 °F) in a vacuum, and then gold vapor is
added to the chamber.

The gold atoms fuse to the crystal's surface, which gives the
crystal an iridescent metallic sheen. When viewed under a
gemological microscope in diffused direct transmitted light,
agua aura displays the following properties:

1 A coppery surface iridescence in tangential illumination
1 Diffused dark outlines of some facet junctions

1 A patchy blue colour distribution on some facets
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1 White facet junctions, irregular white abrasions and surface pits, where the
treatment either did not "take" or had been abraded away.

Rainbow quartz have been treated with a combination of titanium and gold. Tita-
nium molecules are bonded to the quartz by
the natural electrostatic charge of the crystal

in a process known as magnetron ionization.

The brilliant color of flame aura is the result
- of optical interference effects produced by
- layers of titanium. Since only electricity is

: used to deposit the titanium layers and cre-
ate these colors, very little heat is involved
and the integrity of the crystal is main-
tained. The crystal does not become brittle or prone to breakage as with
other treatments.

Visit http://www.geologyin.com/2017/06/how -is-aura -rainbow -quartz -
made.html for more photos.

Brad Smithos BwwwdBiladShithgewelry.com

NO - MAR PLIERS

Pliers can often leave nicks and scratches on your work. If this is giving you a prob-
lem, first take a close look at the plier jaws. New tools can be a little rough. | typi-
cally relieve any sharp edges, sand away any tool marks, and give working areas a
quick polish.

If that doesn't solve the problem, you probably need to cover the jaws. Plastic elec-
trical tape provides a quick fix but can leave messy adhesive on the jaws, and dips
don't seem to last very long.

A quick and easy solution is to slip a length of 1/8 dia vinyl tubing over each jaw. It works well and leaves
no sticky residue. The tubing can be found in a store that sells aquarium supplies. Note that this will in-
crease the size of the plier jaws a bit, but | haven't found that to be a problem.

PATINA RECIPIES
Sometimes it's fun to explore some new patinas. If this appeals to you, here are a couple web sites that have
ideas particularly for copper and bronze.

The first is The Science Company at http://www.sciencecompany.com/Do  -It -Yourself -Patina -Formulas -
W12C672.aspx with plenty of formulas for a variety of colors. And there are more formulas at Tim
McCreight's Brynmorgen Press web site at http://www.brynmorgen.com/resources.html

Small quantities of chemicals for making your own patinas are available from The Science Company at
http://www.sciencecompany.com/Patina -Chemicals -Patina -Book-C672.aspx

If you prefer to buy the patinas ready for use, one of the best sources I've come across is Sculpt Nouveau at
http://www.sculptnouveau.com/  Don't miss all the instructional pdf's on the site and be sure to take a look
at the videos showing how to use the products at http://www.youtube.com/sculptnouveau

For more tips or to learn new jewelry skills see  Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith



